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LORD PROVOST OF EDINBURGH. 


My LozD, | 


Am forry that che juſt defence of my character, againſt the 
violent attacks of den or ill-deſigning men, hath rendered 
it neceſſary thar I ſhould lay before the public, a plain, and, to 
my beſt recollection, a genuine account of my own conduct, 
reſpecting thoſe matters of election which at preſent make ſo much 
noiſe in the city. And as my principal tranſactions were with your 
Lordſhip, I have choſen to publiſh my vindication to my fellow- 
| Citizens in the form of a letter and appeal to you. + > 
It was much againſt my inclination that I accepted the office of x 
-— aciftacurthe laſt general clection zi but I yielded to your Lord- 
ſhip” 4 prefling requelt, and acknowledge with pleaſure, that your 
conduct in general, as chief magiſtrate of the city, hath been very 
agreeable to me, and in particular your diſintereſted and public- 
ſpirited views in chuſing a miniſter for ſupplying the vacancy occa- 
ſioned by the death of Dr. Cummin, made fuch an addition to the 
good opinion I had formed of you, that I reſolved, ſo far as duty 
would permit, to ſupport your intereſt, and to do you every ſervice 
in my power. 
Your Lordſhip will recollect, chat, about the beginning of 
June laſt, you made an appointment to come to my houſe, that we 
might converſe about the affairs of the community. You then in- 
formed me of an inſtance of bad treatment you had met with from 
Mr. Laurie, viz. That, in a confidential converſation with that gen- j 
tleman early in the winter, about the perſon who ihould be your w 
ſucceſſor in office, Mr. Alexander Kincaid and I were both mention- —_ 
ed for that purpoſe; but that afterwards, without conſulting you, he 
had written to Sir Laurence Dundaſs in favour of Mr. John Dalrym- 
le: That Sir Laurence ſhewed you his letter when you was at Lon- 
don, in the month of December, and told you, at the ſame 7 
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that he alſo was for Mr. N to * you in office. To: 


which piece of information you added, that as vou was connected 


with Sir Laurence, you had been at pains to gain ſome additional 


friends to his intereſt in couneil, whom you would not chuſe to loſe, 
which. you knew would be the caſe, if Mr. Dairymple ſhould bei in- 


ſiſted upon for Provoſt. (> 


Your ir Lordthip) Next infor me, 6 you had been erg 


with Mr. Elder and ſome other members of Council, about the limit-- 
ed footing upon which our magiſtracy had been for a conſiderable: 


time paſt: That you were of opinion it ought to be on a broader 


bottom: That none but men of reſpectable characters ſhould be elect- 


ed to the magiſtracy, provided only they were friends to Sir Laurence 


Dundaſs. To which I reply d, that I had always been of theſe ſenti- 


ments, and ſhould heartily join in that meaſure.---Your Lordſhip then 


propoſed, that I ſhould allow myſelf to be nominated for the office of 


Provoſt, as you knew it would ſucceed. I returned prope? acknow- 


| ledgments: for the: honour you intended me, but peremptorily refnſed 
the offer, not only om that occaſion, . but more than once afterwards, 
when Mr. Elder concurred with you in preſſing me to conſent, and 
gave my reaſons for it. At a following conference, your Lordſhip : 
and I agreed in opinion, that Mr. Kincaid,. of whoſe friendſhip E | 
Sir Laurence: Dundaſs there could be no dans; was the moſt proper 
perſon we could fix upon for. provoſt ;} and as you recommended Mn. 
Elder for Dean of Guild, I agreed to that likewiſe. | 


This was the only agreement I ever made with your Lordſhip re- 


cpecting matters of election, to the beſt of my knowledge. | 
For ſeveral weeks after the above conference, I ſpoke to none of 
your other friends: upon the ſubject; and, when, in the latter end of 
July, Mr. Elder propoſed; in your preſence, that we ſhould inſiſt for 
carrying more than the Provoſt and Dean of Guild at the time of 


— 


election, your Lordſhip will remember that I directly check'd the 
motion, and would not Pia Bk that any addition mould be made to 


the original concert, viz. 1½, That the offices of magiſtracy ſhould 


be filled with men of reſpectable character: 2d, That they ſhould- be 
friendly to the intereſt of Sir Laurence N and, 34 That Mr. 
Kincaid and Mr. Elder, who were conſidered as poſſeſing both theſe 
qualifications, ſhould: be fixed upon; Mr. Kincaid for the office of 


Chief Magiſtrate, | and Mr: Elder for Dean of Guild;---Soon after, 


your Lord{hip ſet out for Aſk-Hall, to lay before Sir Laurence the 
demand on our part, and to aſk his concurrence; and on the morn- 
ing after your return, you informed Mr. Elder- and me, that y 


That Sir Laurence propoſed to 
| come 


had not ſucceeded in . errand: 
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come to Edinbuegh directly, FONG you. 3 diſſuaded bim from itz, 


leſt he ſhould get a denial from your friends; but that you afterwards 
told him, he might do. therein as he pleaſed, 


Some time before Sir Laurence came to Edinburgh, you ent r 
me, and when I came I found Mr. Elder, and Mr. William Trotter 
with you. In the courſe of converſation you ſaid to me, that you 
did ah think you would act inconſiſtently, although. you were to 
act in oppoſition to the intereſt of Sir Laurence Dundaſs. Surpriſed: 
at the novelty of ſuch language, I told you, with ſome warmth, chat 
if you did ſo. I ſhould certainly act in oppoſition to you. 

It was, I think, after this time that you took occaſion to mention 
to me a young nobleman 3 in the neighbourhood, and an eminent 
lawy ver, with high, and, I am perſuaded, very juit commendation ; 
4 knowing my deſire to preſerve the religious privileges of the 
community, you obſerved, that, allowing they were to have the 
management of this city, you was confident they would guard a- 


gainſt bringing in unacceptable miniſters, and encourage a free co 


tion, without uſing the right of preſentation ;" and added, that 
Vas convinced I might have any ſecurity I pleaſed that ſuch old. 
be their conduct. My anſwer was, That though I had a high opi- 
nion of the integrity and abilities of the honourable lawyer, yet the 
beſt way to judge of his principles in ecclefiaſtical matters was, by 
reviewing his paſt conduct in the General Aſſemblies, which, ſo far 
as I could er was uniformly on the ſide of Jeong the pre 
ſentee, though he had little or no concurrence at all. 

A few days before the arrival of Sir Laurence Dundaſs, a report 
went that Mr. Elder was intended to be Provolt : Upon this, at a 
meeting with Mr. Elder and ſome other of: 
at your Lordſhip, if you had got Mr. Mcaid's conſent to accept of 
that office, in the event of his being chaſen ; ; your anſwer was, that 


you had not talked with Mr. Kincaid ſinte you came from Aſk-Hall.. 
J then demanded. what you was to do if Mr. Kincaid ſhould not 


accept; and, upon your. propoſing Mr. Elder to come in his place, 
I replied, What! Mr. Elder! a man of yeſterday ! (referring to the 


. ſhort time he has been here as a man of buſineſs), that will never 


do. Application was then made to Mr. Kincaid, and his conſent 
was obtained. 


Sir Laurence came Lions in the end of Auguſt; and, on ts 4th 


inſtant, a young nobleman in this neighbourhood came to town, 


ſent for ſome members of council, and openly declared, that he 


came to ſupport your Fran againſt thoſe who were oppoſing the 
meaſures you purſued. . 


2 Jour friends, I enquired 
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1, that day, deſired you to call a meeting of your Hinds, and, 
when fully convened, I repreſented to the company, that, as the 
D—ke of B——gh, and L—d A te had made an open declaration 
againſt the PER. of Sir Laurence Dundaſs, and ſaid they came to 
ſupport your Lordſhip, it could hardly be ſuppoſed that they would 
make ſuch declaration, unleſs they had been encouraged: by ſome 
members of council. 

I therefore wanted to know, whether any chen preſent had given 
them ſuch encouragement, and begged that every one would tell his 
mind, plainly and without reſerve, as an honeſt man. Vour Lord- 
ſhip's anſwer was, that the above gentlemen had indeed applied to you 
xe twelve days ago, offering their ſervices : That they had after- 
wards repeated the offer, but that you did not return them any an- 
ſwer: That you had been ill uſed by Sir Laurence Dundaſs, and was 
not his political friend. All the reſt of the company, without excep- 
tion, profeſſed and declared that they were his friends. 

Your Lordſhip, at the deſire of the meeting, with ſome others of 
the council, ſaw Mr.” Dundaſs next day, who promiſed to give an 
anſwer to your er on the Saturday thereafter. Accordingly 
he then told you, that Sir Laurence and his friends in council agreed 
that Mr. Kincaid ſhould be Provoſt, and likewiſe that Mr. Elder 
ſhould be Dean of Guild, on condition that he voted with them in 
the previous ſteps of the election. | 
© Thar ſame evening your friends were aſſembled, to whom you 1 re- 

orted MF. Dundaſs's anſwer. 

then told the company, that, as Sir Laurence's friends had con- 
a ſented abſolutely that Mr. Kincaid ſhould be Provoſt, and that Mr. 
$9 | Elder ſhould have their voices for Dean of Guild, upon a condition 
that put it in his own power to ſecure his election, this part of 
our original concert was as good as ended; for 1 had no doubt that 
they would perform what they had promiſed. The other part, re- 
= garding magiſtrates of relpectable character in the intereſt of Sir 
a5 Laurence Dundaſs was future, and every one. would judge for him- 
{elf when the candidates were propoſed. With reſpect to ſhort- 
ening the lects for the election of deacons, I ſaid, that as it was pro- 
bable I might have no perſonal knowledge of many of the tradeſmen, 
and being reſolved in the future ſteps of the election to meet with 
neither party, 1 thould be glad to ſee the leets of both fides, that 1 
might get information from thoſe upon whoſe judgment I could moſt 
depend; ; and as Sir Laurence Dundaſs was on the ſpot, and I was 
determined in the preſent avowed competition to give my voice for 
none Wap were not known to be his ende, it was very probable I 


; | {ſhould 


N 6 
ſhould ſeek information from him, As to the merchants, I was bet- 
ter able to judge for myſelf with reſpect to them, and would make 
the beſt choice I could, full adhering to the original agreement, of 
electing perſons of reſpectable character, and ſuch as were in the in- 
tereſt of Sir Laurence Dundaſs. 

I was not ignorant of your Lordſhip's ſuſpicion, that ib the friends 
of Sir Laurence Dundaſs ſhould perſiſt in their plan of voting Mr. 
Dalrymple into the chair, I would drop you, and go along with them 
in the previous ſteps of the election. I was at no pains to undeceive 
you, but was rather willing that you ſhould entertain that ſuſpicion, 
however injurious to myſelf, that you might be brought to a reaſon- 
able compromiſe. 

On the other hand, I peremptorily told Sir Laurence, that I was 
determined to go along with you in every previous ſtep, if he did 
not drop Mr. Dalrymple, and conſent that Mr. Kincaid thould be 
Provoſt, and Mr. Elder Dean of Guild. 

As to the condition reſpecting Mr. Elder's alettiog, contained in 
the meſſage delivered to your Lordſhip, I confeſs that it did not ap- 
pear to me unreaſonable; for if Mr. Elder be what he always hath 
profeſſed, a friend to Sir Laurence Dundaſs, why ſhould he not vote 
with his other friends? If he hath ceaſed to be his friend, is not the 
exception juſt? I, for my own part, will certainly perform my pro- 
mile by voting for Mr. Elder at the election of magiſtrates; but were 
I, either in that election or in the previous ſteps, to give my vote for 
any perſon who did not appear to me favourable to the intereſt of Sir 
Laurence Dundaſs, I might juſtly be accuſed of breaking, in a moſt 
eſſential point, my agreement with your Lordſhip. | 

You will probably recolle& the anſwer I gave to Feds. 
when you aſked me why I was ſo much attached to Sir Laurence 

Dundaſs ? I then told you, that the only tayour I ever received from 
him was his alliſtance ſeveral years ago in applying to the Treaſury 
to agree to a report from the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms here, about 
a mercantile affair, in which others were concerned as well as I: 
that I wanted nothing from him; was no hanger-on for a poſt, or 
any thing of that nature; but that I was acquainted with him above 
thirty years ago, appear ed his friend when choſen member tor the 
city, and have continued to be ſo. 
Fou ſay he hath done nothing for this city ſince he became our 

member. I agree with you: I remember little he hath done. I with 

he may do more, and hope that, if any proper plan mall be laid be- 
fore him for ſerving the city, he will exert hiniſelf to execute it. 


5 | And 
= 


And now appeal to the public, whether your Lordſhip or I has 


departed from the original agreement. 
You wanted me to go further than was firſt propoſed.—I think I 
have gone far enough. : | 


It is much the ſame as if I had agreed to take a Jaunt with your 


Lordſhip and Mr. Elder to Currie's at Dalkeith ; when we have got 
half-way you tell me, it will anſwer no good purpoſe unleſs I-go to 
Dunbar : Mr. Elder, before we get the length of Currie's, inſiſts, 


that we ſhall go to Berwick, which will contribute both to-our health 
and pleaſure ; your Lordſhip joins in preſſing me to comply: you 
tell me I ſhall have great pleaſure in ſeeing the houſes” of Dalkeith, 
Smeaton, and many other fine things by the way.—Gentlemen, you. 


have not kept to your agreement, I will not go one ſtep further: 


you are both young, and may ſkip away by yourſelves to Berwick, 


if you pleaſe, One advice I give you at parting, keep a good bridle 
hand, leſt your horſes ſtumble and you catch a fall. | 
When your Lordſhip came to the Council- chamber on Sabbath 


laſt, I pointed out to you the injurious reflections in the Mercury 


that related to me; and told you, that I was neither ſo old as nor to 


feel, nor ſo weak that I could not make others feel. I likewiſe inti- 
mated to you, that ] intended to publiſh ſomething in my own de- 
fence, but would firſt ſhew it to you. When I called upon your 
Lordſhip yeſterday for that purpoſe, you: would not look at this 
paper: I then told you I wanted, that if any, facts were not truly 


or diſtinctly ſtated, I would alter, or leave them ont as you pleaſed; 


but you anſwered, you wanted an opportunity to juſtify yourſelf, 
which is moſt reaſonable: And I hope your Lordſhip. will be as 
backward as I, in carrying on any further correſpondence in this 
way. You muſt be ſenſible, from what I have often ſaid to you, 
that I ſincerely regret we ſhould have diftered in theſe matters. And 
I am, my Lon, 1 8 135 


Your LorDsniP's ” 


Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
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JOHN WALKER. 
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